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Psalm 130
|'wait for the  Lord,
and in his word | put
my hope.
For with the Lord is
unfailing love
and full redemption.
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A massive thank you to everyone who has taken time to provide
information for this magazine. Thanks also to the printing team
headed up by Joe for all their work in getting the magazine
together for distribution to your home. This is a vital publication
to keep everyone abreast of what& happening in our
congregation/community and we hope you enjoy reading it. |If
you have any ideas on what you would like to read about for
future publications please do get in touch. Claire McDowell
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Thought for Advent

Advent is often described as a time of waiting. A time of waiting to
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. A time of waiting that
should be filled with joy and peace. However, not all of our waiting
during advent may be positive.

Advent can be a time when our concerns and frustrations with life
become more apparent and many end up waiting for life to improve,
for happiness to arrive and for the pain to go away. Sadly, many
people end up waiting in vain. But, what is your heart waiting on?

If we walit for life to somehow improve instantly or for our problems to
disappear magically, then we will be disappointed. If we wait for the
tinsel and presents to deliver what our hearts really need, then we will
be dissatisfied.

In Psalm 130, the Psalmist writes, fi Wwait for the Lord and in his word
I put mWhen wetauly wait on the Lord Jesus Christ, then
rather than happiness falling into our laps, as if by magic, joy and
peace become the by-products of a relationship with Him.

When we truly wait on Jesus, then we will be found by Him. For the
Lord Jesus Christ has been born for you, He has died for you and
risen from the grave for you. He has found you, and He is waiting on
you.

He is waiting for you to spend time with Him, to speak with Him, to
tell Him about your joys and your fears. Ask Him to help you. In
Matthew chapter 11 and verse 28, He says &€ome to me all you who
are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. 0

He invites you to lay your burdens on Him. He is a living Saviour and
a Saviour who will give you what you truly need; the forgiveness of
sin, salvation for your soul, guidance from his word, contentment in
this world and true delight in serving Him. The Psalmist continues,
"For with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.”

So, as you wait this Advent, what will you wait for? If you wait on
anything else apart from the Lord, then you will wait in vain.

Eddie McDowell
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Flower Rota December 2019 - April 2020

December
1st Mrs B Irvine
8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th Mrs A Beard

January
5th, 12th & 19th Mrs A Grimason
26th Mrs H Cummings

February

2nd Mrs H Cummings
9th  Mrs M McNeilly
16th Mrs M McNeilly
23rd Mrs A Beard

March

1st Mrs A Beard

8th  Mrs D Elliott
15th Mrs J McKeown
22nd Mrs J Stewart
29th  Mrs C McDowell

April

5th  Mrs M Strain
12th Miss W Todd
19th Mrs H Patterson
26th  Mrs L McNair

Thank you to everyone for supplying flowers each Sunday. These
are passed on to members of our congregation who have been in
hospital recently, currently unwell, or indeed suffered a recent
bereavement. They are also sent to members in times of celebration
too, milestone birthdays or wedding anniversaries etc.

If your allocated date does not suit, please try to swap with someone
or failing that please do contact me on 07767 271 089.

Anyone who has received flowers in a container from the church
please do return the empty container to your District Elder/Visitor or
Galbraith Hall. Many Thanks. Ann Agnew
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Blankets for Malawi

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
ot hers, as faithful stewards
1 Peter 4:10.

On behalf of the PW, | convey my sincere thanks to all who over the
past four years have knitted and crocheted baby blankets, sent baby
knitwear and ladies essentials for the maternity unit at the David
Gordon Memorial Hospital Livingstonia, Malawi.

The final consignment of five blankets and baby knitwear was
shipped out in the middle of November.

Dr Lynn Dowds is the medical officer in charge and the only doctor in
the hospital, working alongside clinical officers. She has been there
since 2011 with her husband Johnny and their two girls.

In their November prayer points, Lynn and Johnny have asked us to
pray for them and their family as over the coming couple of months
they prepare, travel and relocate to South Africa.

Also to pray for whoever will be appointed to take over from Lynn,
that they will have a love for God and for the people of Livingstonia.

Thank you again for supporting this essential work over the past four
years.

Jane Stewart
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This year as part of our weekend of Harvest Celebration we
asked each organisation to provide decoration for the windows. Here
are some of the results! What a wonderful display in thanksgiving to
God, our maker and sustainer in life!
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GB has started with a bang this year!

The Toddler section have been enjoying
%,«e lots of fun and games and crafts along
\j with learning about Adam and Eve and
how the world was created. Moving up
through the sections, Explorers have been
having just as much fun, although with
much more noise!!

Explorer section went to a Birds of Prey demonstration for Children
in Need and here are the Toddlers enjoying their fund raising for
Children in Need.

The Juniors had the Police out at GB, however thankfully no one got
arrested!! This was arranged jointly with the BB and they learned all
about what the police do to keep us safe. The Juniors are learning
about David in their scripture this year. They are planning to go to the
cinema for Christmas and start the new year off with some cooking!

So far, the Senior and Brigader sections have been helping to clean
up the countryside by litter picking with County Antrim Countryside
Custodians. Also Senior and Brigaders did a bit of baking for the
MacMillan Coffee evening where we raised a total of £840! Thank you
so much for coming along and supporting us on the evening.

This Christmas, the older girls will be singing for the folks at
Rathmena Nursing Home and the Hamilton Nursing Home. They are
also looking forward to the new year where they will be doing some
First Aid.
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The following are some dates for your diary:

GB Carol Service Friday 13" December
Last Night for Seniors and Brigadiers Monday 16" December
Last night for Toddlers, Explorers and Juniors Friday 20" December

Start back- Toddlers, Explorers and Juniors
Friday 10" January 2020

Start back - Senior and Brigaders

Monday 13™ January 2020

Thank you very much for your ongoing support of the Girls, Officers
and Helpers within our GB Company.
Danielle Bradley, GB Officer

We have been practicing for Chri:
very special time of the year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus and

we have enjoyed our preparation-mo st peopl e | ove ¢
to welcome a few more members into our fellowship. We hope they

will enjoy our company.

In 2020 the Templepatrick Presbytery will be celebrating its 50th
Annual Choir Festival. This will take the form of a concert with
audience hymns and choir ant hems
mo d e r n 0. It wilt bg hetd sn Parkhall Integrated College, Steeple
Road Antrim on Thursday 23rd April 2020 at 7.45 pm. Tickets will be
on sale in the new year.

Margaret Waugh
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130 filled shoe boxes have been
passed on to Blythswood Care for
onward distribution in Moldova or
Ukraine around Christmas. This is an
amazing total!

A huge thank you to everyone involved
including those who supplied the empty
| boxes and those who took the time to wrap
gics ~ | boxes. Many people near and far used
thelr talents to kn|t the beautiful items we included in the boxes and
gave time, thought, effort and money shopping for items for inclusion.
It was a great team effort by the children, teenagers and adults who
helped to fill the boxes. £130 was received in donations and was used
to purchase items needed to complete boxes, mainly for babies and
toddlers.

This illustrates beautifully how we can work together as a body. In 1
Corinthians 12 Paul says "Now you are the body of Christ, and each

one of you is a part of it. And in the church God has appoi

those able to help others....". A lot of people have used their gifts to
help others in their response to this appeal. The children, teens and
adults who got the pleasure of filling the boxes did so because of the
gifts of others. One person said, " love doing the shoe boxes, it is
good to work as a church family".

Boxes were filled for all ages from babies to the elderly. In 2018 nearly
5,000 Blythswood boxes were distributed in Ukraine, going to low-
income families, people with disabilities and special needs, hospital
patients, residents of a rehab centre, school children and people
displaced from their homes in eastern Ukraine. One partner from last
yearsadiYou ask me which objects
they liked them all. As they pulled the things out of the box, | saw the
joy on their faces. They took each item and enjoyed it. Thousands of
thanks to those who sent Edcleysa
Blythswood includes booklets with a Christian message in the
appropriate language. Please pray for safe delivery of the boxes, for
the literature which will be included and for those distributing the
boxes over the Christmas period.

This year, some of those involved described what they did:
PagelO
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Who did you fill shoeboxesfor? A gi r | Emngge 6. 0
ABoys ®&8ged o7 have Ryaary | ittle. o

0 Boys &aipedalum2

Who else was in your group? My f r i e nEBmmami | y. o
nJames, Ha mmy, Rydm vy , Ronan. o

What did you like doing?

APutting the gifteman the shoe bo
AWe filled shoe boxes for girls
toothpaste and toothbrush, notebook and pencils, hat, scarf, gloves

and a hairbrush. We loved packing the boxes and putting the
presents in with our friends. Our group was Sarah, Hannah, Anna,
Ellen and Emily. We think that the kids would be most excited about
the toy andEladndlehsat set . 0O

il was filling shoei b2ohwassworking withb o
Daniel, Stacey, Sheree and Scott. We put as much as we could in the
boxes. I think that the boys who get the boxes will like the matchbox

t o ylsewis.

AWe filled shoe boxes for teenag
essential items (hat, scarf, gloves, sweets, soap, toothbrush and
toothpaste) and then we put in a variety of toiletries, stationery,
miscellaneous items and clothes. We think the recipients would
appreciate all the items, but they would probably enjoy the sweets

and the miscellaneous items like make up or nail polish. @oe and
Charlotte.

Al fil | esforsvbmer Lols was orking with me. We put in
basic things like toothbrush, toothpaste, face cloth and soap. | think
they would like the small jewellery items and sewing kits that were
put in as they may nMNabmihave thing
ADurcinighdrends church one Sunday
and organised baby clothes into matching sets and ages. We had a
production line of sorting and matching into boxes. | bought products

for teenagers; deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, sanitary products,
socks and under wearCarblor boys and
What do you think the recipients of the boxes would like best
fromyourboxes?iToot hpaste and toothbr u:

most i mportant thing, so tEmmar te
ifhey probably woul dRydni ke the whol
AThe s walem.s. 0 Jean Currie
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Prayer Ministry

God encourages us to pray for one another, to encourage one
another and to bring our requests before His throne. The Prayer
Team believe in the power of prayer and we would encourage you to
call on us and allow us the opportunity to lift you up in prayer, whether
you seek physical, emotional or spiritual healing for yourself, a friend
or a loved one.

You can contact me by phone, text or email.
Tel: 07484 767 751 Email: woodside880@btinternet.com

Jean Woodside

Cradle Roll

When a child is baptised, he/she is placed on the Cradle Roll of the
Church until they are 4 years of age. The church keeps in touch by
sending a birthday card each year. It is hoped that after the age of 4
the child will be coming along to Sunday School, Church and when
they start primary school,

Chil drends Chur «

From the 1 September 2019 i m ﬂ
31st December 2019 we wished ﬂ

the following children hr n g&d

12th September Brooke Crothers  3rd Birthday

18th September Molly Dickey 4th Birthday
9th October Charlie McFarland 1st Birthday
21st November Sarah Baird 3rd Birthday

30th November Bethany Stewart  3rd Birthday
29th December George McCartney 2nd Birthday

Margaret Waugh
Cradle Roll Secretary
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The Very First Christmas

Everyone is welcome to the Nativity Service
on Sunday 15th December 2019
at 11.30am in the church

The story of Jesus' birth has been
passed down from generation to generation.
| tds about a King who
He was born in a stable all those years ago, so
that we can be part of His story too.
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